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The next great change came with
the introduction of the rubber-
cored ball at the beginning of the
20th century. This soft, resilient
ball made golf much easier and
pleasanter for ladies, young players,
and old men; but as manu-
facturers year after year increased
the resilience and travelling power
of the ball, the problem became
not how to get the ball into the
air, but how to keep it from
soaring, and golfers went back,
if not to the closed stance, at
least to a sqiiare stance with the
feet equally distant from the in-
tended line of play, and the ball
again well forward opposite the
left heel.

Development of the Swing

The invention of the cine-camera
made possible a more detailed
analysis of the swing, and between
1921 and 1933 the successes of
the American players, which cul-
minated in 1930 in " Emperor "
Bobby Jones winning the British
and American open and British
and American amateur champion-
ships all in the same year, en-
couraged the general acceptance
of a simplified and more scientific
conception of the swing, the chief
features of which are:

(a) the straight left arm, which
keeps the head of the club travel-
ling in as wide an arc as possible,
and allows the player the time and
space in which to work up to the
maximum of speed at the moment
of striking;

(6) the grooved swing, which
keeps the club throughout the
stroke as far as possible in one
plane of movement.

The swing of the present day
players is much shorter than the
swing favoured by their fore-
fathers, but that is partly due
to the fact that so much extra
power is now supplied by the
resilience of the ball and the
whip of the steel shaft. So much,
indeed, has the golfer been aided
by successive improvements in
the weapons of the game that the
rules of golf committee has been
forced to restrict the ingenuity
of the manufacturers, by the
limitation of the ball to a maxi-
mum weight of 1-62 oz. and a
minimum size of 1*62 ins. in
diameter, by forbidding any sub-
stantial departure from the tra-
ditional and accepted form and
make of clubs, and by restricting
the number of clubs a player may
carry to fourteen in all.

The development of approach
play has been even more remark-
able. Originally all the clubs used
for normal strokes had heads of

wood, the player
using spoons
designed with dif-
ferent angles of loft
according to the
extent to which
it was desired to
raise the ball in the
air. For the typical
approach shot in ., ,,,^t,
which the ball had ^$^#5
to be tossed high ^fv^V^
in the air in order "" * *' ' "'
to clear a bunker
or other hazard be-
tween the player
and the green, and
yet stop quickly
on coming to earth
again, the player
made use of a baff-
ing stroke in which
the bottom or sole
of the club head
struck the ground
a fraction of a sec-
ond before the face
made contact with
the ball, the result
being to toss the
ball up with the
desired lofty, life-
less flight. At this
period the only
clubs with iron
heads were the
track irons de-
signed for playing
the ball from roads
and similar hard
surfaces which
might have dam-
aged the wooden-
headed clubs.

The Rev. Dr.
J. G. Macphcrson,
who was one of the greatest golfers had a string tied to it." The small
at St. Andrews when he was a stu- head of the niblick, however, made
dent there in the middle of the it unsuitable for this purpose, and
19th century, records that it was in its place the manufacturers de-
Allan Robertson, the first of the signed the mashie, with a similar
great professional players, who in- degree of loft but a wider and
trodiiced the idea of using the iron deeper blade,
for the approach shot. " Young The acknowledged master of
Tom " Morris, another hero of the this club was J. H. Taylor, who
game, who won the Open Cham- in 1894 became the first English
pionship on four successive occa- professional to win the open
sions, took the process of develop- championship. He introduced the
ment a stage further by playing cut shot, which was played by
the pitch shots with his niblick, standing to the ball with the
which in those days had a very right foot much advanced and
small head, being designed for swinging the club so as to draw the
playing the ball from cart-ruts and blade from right to left across
similar difficult positions* In a dial- the under side of the ball. This
lenge match played at St. Andrews was then thought to be the easiest
when the links were covered with method of imparting the back
snow and play was possible only by spin needed to make the ball
sweeping a narrow circle round draw up quickly on landing, but
each of the holes, it is recorded that the method had the defect that
at hole after hole, Young Tom was the drawing of the blade across
able to pitch the ball into the circle the ball tended to produce a side
and make it stop there, '* as if it spin that made the ball swing in a

Goli. Exponents of correct stance and-of ease and
smoothness in swing. 1. Walter Hagen demonstrating
straight line putting. 2. Joyce Wethered at the finish
of a drive. 3. Bobby Jones at the top of a swing lor
an iron shot. 4. Harry Vardon at the finisn of an
approach shot with the mashie